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What is Muskies Canada?
Muskies Canada is a non-profit angling organization dedicated to promoting and preserving
muskie fishing in Canada, by our direct involvement in the management of the species.
Purposes of Muskies Canada
• To enhance the sport fishery for muskellunge in Canada.
• To protect the muskellunge fishery in Canada through the wise use of muskellunge resource and
research through such practices as catch and release, promoting stocking, natural and artificial
propagation, habitat protection and improvement of habitat and spawning grounds and
scientific and technical studies of the species.
• To support the abatement of water pollution.
• To promote and exchange muskie information among the angling public.
Who is Muskies Canada?
Muskies Canada is you, your friends and neighbours, along with many other avid muskie anglers, men and women alike, from all walks
of life, and with varying degrees of knowledge and experience.
Statement of Liability
Muskies Canada Inc. is a non-profit, private fishing organization that has been developed for the purpose of the enjoyment of muskie
angling, and volunteer research projects. Muskies Canada Inc. assumes no responsibility or legal liability for anything arising out of any
activity in any way related to Muskies Canada Inc. or it’s members, including without limitations for property damage or personal
injury due to any fishing related activity involving members of Muskies Canada Inc. whether as a business activity or otherwise.

www.muskiescanada.ca
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President’s message

W

ith the slowly
make things even better. We
w a r m i n g
should be proud of what we
temperatures and
have accomplished as an
longer days, optimism for the
organization and look
upcoming season is starting to
forward to more great
grow. I hope everyone is getting
conservation projects in the
an opportunity to participate in
future. In addition to our
the fishing show season and
many ongoing projects and
stocking their tackle boxes with
partnerships, including the
Chris Nielsen
unique new baits that will be the
telemetry studies in Lake St.
“silver bullet” in 2018. Getting President@muskiescanada.ca Clair and adjoining water
out to the shows is also a great
bodies with the MNRF, we’re
opportunity for all of us to positively represent looking forward to working closely with Ducks
MCI and to share our knowledge and Unlimited Canada on a project to improve
conservation efforts with others. Sharing habitat on Lake Scugog in the near future.
knowledge isn’t about sharing fishing spots, but There are many volunteers throughout the
is about helping others better understand the organization that make these great projects
sport and muskellunge safe handling practices happen.
that they can apply anywhere they go. We are
MCI – let’s show everyone what we are about We tried something new this year and
and in the process we’ll attract some new expanded our ABU Beast Photo Contest to
volunteers to this great organization.
include non MCI members. This was done to
expand awareness of MCI and what we do and
This is an exciting year for Muskies Canada Sport it was very successful at increasing our
Fishing & Research Inc. It’s our 40th year of Facebook followers. There were some
actively working to better the musky fishery in challenges with doing this and we learned a few
Canada, and we should take a moment to reflect things in the process. Next year’s contest will be
on why we’re here and what we can do to help even better and we’ll get it started a little

earlier in the season. The winning photos from
2017 will be posted on Facebook and on the
Forum.
The Board of Directors recently held their
Annual Meeting in Peterborough and discussed
Muskies Canada business and plans for the
upcoming year. Among many great discussions
was a plan to upgrade our website. We hope to
start the process soon and are excited about
getting the upgrades in place. Details from the
meeting will be presented in future RJ editions
or you can ask your Chapter Chair for more
information.
I’m sure everyone is aware that our 2018
Conservation Raffle is underway and will be
wrapping up shortly. This is our biggest
fundraiser of the year and it is important for all
of us to support this initiative. Please help us
meet our goal by purchasing tickets and by
reaching out to friends, family and colleagues
to help our great cause.
I am looking forward to the upcoming season
and to meeting more passionate MCI
members. Be safe.
Tight lines!
Chris Nielsen, President
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From the Editor's Desk

A

s we get ready for the 2018 fishing season,
Muskies Canada is preparing for its 40th
Anniversary. Think back to a time when
Muskie fishing was not so well regulated, catch and
release was almost unheard-of and Muskies were in
decline throughout their Canadian range.
Over the last 40 years, we have come a long way. Today
we enjoy the best Muskie fishing in the world. Muskies
are thriving. Catch and release is helping produce
larger fish. Natural reproduction is ensuring a vibrant
fishery for today’s anglers and future generations.

We are continuing our Special Issues about Canada’s
most important Muskie waters. This issue is all about
the exciting new Muskie fishery in New Brunswick. Are
these truly the fattest Muskies in the world?

Peter Levick
editor@muskiescanada.ca

Over the past four decades, Muskies Canada has played an important
role in ensuring a sustainable fishery of healthy, wild Muskies. We work
with strong partners like Ducks Unlimited and OFAH. We support
research and work with many institutes and universities to enhance our
knowledge of “The Noble Muskellunge”. Muskies Canada has raised
funds to help with projects to study, track, document and better
understand many aspects of Muskie physiology, spatial ecology,
behaviour, reproduction, genetic and genomic profiling and impacts of
disease and invasive species.
We are at the forefront of of Muskellunge knowledge and science. In this
issue you will see a review of a very important state-of-the-art collection
of Muskie research that was presented in 2016 at the International
Muskie Symposium in Minnesota. The American Fisheries Society has
just released the proceedings and papers presented at this landmark
scientific gathering. Muskies Canada was there contributing to the
rapidly expanding world of knowledge about this most elusive apex
predator.

There is something very special about these young
fish. Read the articles. Take a look at the pictures. Think
about your own catches. Have you ever caught a
Muskie of any size where the girth was greater than
50% of the length? It’s pretty rare everywhere except
in the Saint John River.

Why not experience this miracle for yourself and come to the St John
River National Outing on October 13, 2018.
In this issue we are making a few changes in the format. Rather than “Ask
A Biologist” column, we would like to broaden the coverage under the
banner of Muskie Science. In this issue, Steve Eldridge, who worked for
36 years as a New Brunswick Ranger/Conservation Officer, helps us
understand why these New Brunswick Muskies are so fat, and talks
about the few 50 inchers that are in the river to this point.
Muskies Canada is working hard to raise funds to continue the important
conservation, education and research work that is needed for a
sustainable fishery. The Conservation Raffle is now in its second year and
will feature some terrific prizes.
Enjoy this issue of the Release Journal. Get ready for a great year in 2018.
Peter Levick
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Du temps sur l’eau

Time on the water

Savoir prendre du recul

Taking a step back

Comme je le dit souvent, je suis loin de tout savoir sur le
maskinongé et je suis aussi encore loin d'être passé maître
dans la pêche au maskinongé. Mais si j'avais un seul conseil
à donner à un pêcheur qui débute à la traque de Esox
Maskinongy ce conseil serait de savoir prendre du recul.

As I often say, I am far from knowing everything about
muskies and I am also far from being a master in
muskie fishing. But if I had one advice to give to a
fisherman who starts tracking Esox Maskinongy this
advice would be to take a step back.

Premièrement savoir prendre du recul pour trouver le
First, know how to step back to find the muskies. When
maskinongé. Lorsqu'on s'attaque à un plan d'eau et qu'on
fishing a new body of water and not knowing where to
ne sait pas trop par ou commencer, le plus facile est de
start, the easiest way is to look at the bathymetric map
Pierre Masson
regarder la carte bathymétrique du plan d'eau et de publisher@muskiescanada.ca of the water body and zoom out. You want to identify
dézoomer. Il faut identifier les structures propices les plus
the suitable structures that are the largest or more
grosses ou les plus évidentes. Il faut chercher des endroits ou l'eau est obvious. You must look for spots where the water is shallower but not far
moins profondes mais pas très loin d'un bassin ou un canal plus profond, from a basin or a deeper channel, it is necessary that the water is well
il faut que l'eau soit bien oxygénée par un courant, et il faut surtout qu'il oxygenated by a current, and it is important that there is aquatic
y est de la végétation aquatique pour servir de couvert au maskinongé. Il vegetation to serve as a cover for predators and prey. Identify the largest
faut identifier les plus grosses structures du plan d'eau qui présentent structures of the body of water which present these attributes. This is a
ces attributs. C'est là un très bon point de départ. Par la suite reste à aller very good starting point. Afterwards, you have to go on the water to fish
sur l'eau pour les pêcher régulièrement pour savoir si la structure abrite them regularly to find out if the structure has muskies or not.
des maskinongés ou pas.
A good muskie hunter must also be able to step back to analyze changes
Un bon pêcheur de maskinongé doit aussi savoir prendre du recul pour in water body conditions, changes in atmospheric conditions, changes in
analyser les changements de conditions du plan d'eau, les changements temperature and changes in fishing results. Sometimes you have to step
de conditions atmosphériques, les changements de température et les back, analyze the situation and adjust your approach or fishing
changement de résultats de pêche. Il faut parfois prendre du recul, techniques.
analyser la situation et ajuster notre approche ou nos techniques de
It is difficult to change your approach when it has already given good
pêche.
results. I know something about it. Sometimes we are wrong, sometimes
Il est difficile de changer notre approche quand celle ci nous a déjà we are right. I think that's how we get better. Last season I did not do well
donné de bons résultats. J'en sais quelque chose. Parfois on se trompe, in taking a step back. Next season I intend to correct this. Do you?
parfois on a raison. Je pense que c'est comme ça qu'on devient meilleur. -P.M.
La saison dernière je n'ai pas su prendre du recul. La saison prochaine
j'entend bien corriger le tir. Et vous?
-P.M.

Problèmes d’impression

Printing problems

Il y a eu un problème lors de l’impression de la dernière édition du
Release Journal. L’équipe du Release Journal tient à s’excuser pour cet
inconvénient. Dorénavant nous allons nous assurer de vérifier la qualité
de la version papier pour que ça ne se reproduise plus.

There was a problem in the printing process of the last issue of the
Release Journal. The Release Journal team apologizes for this
inconvenience. From now on we will make sure to check the quality of
the paper version so that it does not happen again.
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by

Stephen Eldridge
Past Chair, Saint John River Chapter

Tony Robinson
Director at Large, Saint John River Chapter

T

he presence of muskellunge (Muskie) in the Saint John River
occurred as a result of the stocking of Quebec’s Lac Frontière
during the 1970s. In the following years a natural migration of
those fish occurred populating various watersheds and ultimately the
Saint John River in New Brunswick. The species now appears to be
distributed throughout the waterway from the upper head waters and
downstream until the salt content of the water, in the tidal areas
between Fredericton and Saint John, creates a natural environmental
barrier.
The collection facility at the Mactaquac Dam in Fredericton reportedly
captured the first Muskie in 1988 and in subsequent years there were
numerous, though unsubstantiated, reports by anglers of catching what
many thought were “very large Eastern Chain Pickerel” frequently as a
bycatch of both recreational and bass tournament angling.
The detection of greater numbers of Muskie and increasing angler
interest in the species led to the formation of an organization known as
MuskiesNB in 2005. It experienced a fairly rapid membership growth
aided by an informative website (http://www.muskiesnb.ca/ ). In 2006
that group made a decision to become the Saint John River Chapter of
Muskies Canada.
The Chapter membership contained a number of experienced anglers
who quickly realized that in all likelihood there would be a need for
species protection through season, size and bag limits. The majority
believed in the mantra of “catch and release” and that form of species
protection was strongly endorsed. Having said that, many appreciated

that coming from an area where the Muskie was considered an invasive
species by fisheries managers, and particularly aware of the influence of
the lucrative Atlantic sport fishing industry, all members knew that
there would be challenges to be overcome. Not least of these was the
almost total lack of data with respect to the Muskie population in the
river and the extent of the waterway itself. The Saint John River is almost
700 km. long, with a drainage area of just over 55,000 square
kilometers. It contains three hydroelectric dams at Mactaquac,
Beechwood and Grand Falls and eventually succumbs to saltwater tidal
influence as it nears its discharge point into the Bay of Fundy, at the City
of Saint John.
In light of these concerns and needing data to support any request for
regulatory change one of the earliest (and very ambitious) projects
taken on by the Chapter was a tagging study to obtain information with
respect to population density, growth rates, movement and habitat .
Strongly supported by Muskies Canada the study started (2006-2009)
under the authority of a research permit that had been issued to the
University of New Brunswick and subsequently under a licence issued to
the Chapter by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans. The 2015
season focused on new tagging and obtaining as much data as possible
on recaptured fish with the tagging study itself being terminated in
2016.
In order to produce a more detailed and informative analysis, the
Chapter made an early decision to divide the watershed into 3 Zones
being the area above Beechwood , the area from Mactaquac upstream
to Beechwood and the area below Mactaquac. The vast majority of
RELEASE JOURNAL 11

had been made to start our tagging
project we basically borrowed all the
equipment needed to tag fish and it was
issued to a small group of the Chapter’s
more “prolific” Muskie anglers.
The tagging guns were Avery Dennison
Mark II models employing white
coloured Floy type tags. A variety of
measuring boards were used which
caused some issues at a later date.
Muskies were angled and length, girth,
and sex recorded as well as a detailed
description of location of capture, bait
used, time of capture and any other
interesting observations that were felt to
be pertinent. A comment on the “quality”
of the release was often recorded and
produced some very interesting data.
In 2007 the Chapter decided to purchase
its own equipment. We went to a better
quality Mark III Avery Dennison gun and
Authors Tony Robinson and Stephen Eldridge with a small tagged muskie.
our own tags which are Floy “T” style
tags. They were orange in color with a
angler activity occurs in the latter two zones.
unique 3 digit number and our Chapter website address on one side
with the phrase “Please Release Me” on the other. Initially, every person
The Study Itself
with a tagging gun supplied their own bump board for measuring length.
Girth was taken with a soft seamstress tape with length and girth being
In 2006 the Chapter Release Director was Gord Yamazaki and, fortunately
recorded to the nearest 1/4”.
for us, Gord was an experienced Fisheries Biologist. Once the decision
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In 2008 all participating “taggers” were issued with the same bump
board made from 4” aluminum flat stock. Although this initially appeared
to be a wise idea a problem was soon detected with the accuracy and
consistency of the stick on measuring tapes that were placed on the
aluminum. Depending on the degree of stretching/tension that was used
to apply the tape, inconsistencies of as much as 1 inch were discovered.
As a result of this discovery, every measurement taken on the aluminum
bump boards had to be recalibrated with a metal carpenters tape and
corrected in the system.
The final bump board solution was the purchase of 10 “Musky Bumpers”
from a company in the USA that gave us an excellent price to assist with
the research. Eventually, we also issued each “tagger” a watertight
storage box for the various tools used in the tagging process consisting of
a tagging gun, spare needle, data recording booklet, pencil, alcohol
swabs and a sex determination card. Optional for some of our more
“chronologically challenged” taggers were reading glasses or a
magnifying glass and a bottle of back pills. One of the noticeable
problems, encountered with re-captures, was actually being able to
gather information from the tag. After a few years, in the St. John River,
our tags become heavily coated with black coloured algae and are
difficult to read. We encountered other procedural problems. Sex
determination was one of the most noticeable. Some fish have likely
been recorded incorrectly and numerous others had no determination.
We have also encountered a couple of recaptures that had never been
entered into the data base. Commencing with the 2015 season, the data
for newly tagged or recaptured fish was supported with a clear, close-up

photo of the vent area for positive sex identification. It would have been
nice to have done this with every fish that was tagged or recaptured but
what’s really important is that all future recaptures were accurately
identified.
We also encountered slight discrepancies as to where the tag was
physically inserted. Inserting tags at 90 degrees to the base of the
anterior caudal in some cases seemed to cause a “swirling” or
“whirlpool” effect that created a continuous open sore at the insertion
point. Generally speaking though, tag insertion seems to have had very
little negative impact on fish health. We initially had questions as to the
life expectancy of the inserted Floy tags but recent recaptures, as old as
7 years, have allayed those concerns
As of August 20, 2015, our Chapter has successfully tagged and released
659 Muskies and had a total of 63 recaptures. Some recaptures were as
much as 7 years apart and others only a day or two!
As of yet, we really haven’t developed any earth shattering conclusions
from our study. Nevertheless, we have had a few fascinating stories
arising from our sample group.
The vast majority of our fish are recaptured within 500 meters or less of
where they were originally tagged. In the summer of 2013, a 32” fish
travelled a distance of approximately 50 km upriver in 6 weeks and was
re-caught on the same style of glide bait. When originally tagged and
released this little guy was given a very poor chance of survival due to
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substantial bleeding and an inability to swim down from the surface. It
would have been assumed that fish movement, in the Saint John River,
would be from upstream to downstream due to the upstream area being
colonized earlier and with a higher and more stabilized population ... not
so!

also made large and very much appreciated financial contributions.
Also, a special thanks to Steve Kerr, with assistance from our then
Chapter Chair Brandon Jones, for his major efforts in organizing and
publishing our data as well as giving us valued advice for the future
direction of our study.

The most amazing recapture to date was from a fish that was tagged in
October 2012 in Woodstock (36x17) and was recaptured in Fredericton 2
years later in October of 2014 as a 36.5 X 17. This is an estimated distance
of 97km. The amazing feature of this recapture is that the fish had to go
either through or over the top of the Mactaquac Dam Generating Station
to get to Fredericton - through a turbine and survive? Tough fish these
Saint John River Muskies.

If fellow members of MCI would like to look at the Interim Report, for
the study, it can be found under the Research “tab” at
http://www.muskiesnb.ca/ and is cited as:

And if you didn’t think muskies have individual personalities and traits
think about this one! In September of 2008 a 40 X 19.5 fish was tagged on
Pine Island above Woodstock. It came in hot on a spinnerbait and
absolutely crushed it on the first half of a figure 8. In July, of 2009, Clark
Rayner was hosting Charlie Wray, shooting an episode of Fishful
Thinking, in the Hartland area approximately 10 km upstream. The same
fish came in hot on a crankbait and crushed it on the first half of a figure
8. Same fish, same pattern. We would never have known this if not for
our tagging program.

Kerr, S. J. and B. Jones. 2015. The Saint John River Muskellunge Tagging
Project, 2006-2014: An Interim Report. Report prepared for the Saint
John River Chapter of Muskies Canada Inc. Fredericton, New Brunswick.
13 p. + appendices
-Stephen Eldridge
Past Chair, Saint John River Chapter
Tony Robinson
Director at Large, Saint John River Chapter

The last thing we want to mention is the outstanding encouragement
and financial support our study has received from Muskies Canada and
our fellow Chapters. In the first 4 years we struggled to raise the $500 to
$700 it cost for equipment upgrades and data storage. In the final 6
years, MCI covered the majority of our expenses including a data storage
program of which we were in dire need.
The Hamilton, Kitchener/Waterloo and Kawartha Lakes Chapters have

SAINT JOHN RIVER
NATIONAL MUSKIE CHALLUNGE
THE SAINT JOHN RIVER CHAPTER OF MUSKIES CANADA INC.
INVITES YOU TO VISIT FREDERICTON, NEW BRUNSWICK TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE
SAINT JOHN RIVER NATIONAL MUSKIE CHALLUNGE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2018
For further information check
“2018 National Outing”
www.muskienb.ca
(Note this site is currently in development
and will be updated periodically)
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Official Host
of the

Saint John River 2018
National MUSKIE Challunge
RIVERSIDE RESORT & CONFERENCE CENTER
35 Mactaquac Road,
French Village Fredericton
New Brunswick
E3E 1L2

Phone: 1.800.561.5111
Fax: 506.363.3000
Email:
reservations@riversidefredericton.com

www.riversidefredericton.com
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an Interview with Angelo Viola

A

ngelo Viola is the Co-Host of the Fish’n Canada Television
Show. Release Journal editor Peter Levick interviewed him
about Saint John River muskies.

Editor: Hi, Angelo. Thank you for the opportunity to talk with you. You’ve
just come back from shooting a show in New Brunswick. Were you aware
of the Muskie fishery in New Brunswick or was this something new?
Angelo: Well, we heard about it a couple of years ago. We were down
doing a Smallmouth Bass show, which is another one of those species
that you don’t associate with New Brunswick and while we were down
there shooting that episode, and there’s a great Smallmouth fishery on
the Saint John, we started hearing rumours about Muskie, and how it
was really coming on the last few years and how the fish were
extraordinary. They were 10-15% heavier than a similar length fish
anywhere else in the country and it was starting to catch on.
They were viewed as an invasive species and in fact the officials were
trying to eradicate them. That was a couple of years ago. We kept our
ears to it and finally we were able to put together a shoot down there this
past October and went to see it first-hand ourselves.
Editor: Tell us about the shoot, the show and your experience with St.
John River Muskies.
Angelo: I decided to take along as my co-host of this episode, a guy who
lives and breathes and makes his livelihood from Muskie. His name is
Steve Niedzwiceki, the owner of Chaudiere Lodge on the Upper French
River. He’s got a tremendous Muskie fishery there and his lodge basically
caters to Muskie fanatics from all over the world, so I thought “Who
better to bring down with me to explore this new opportunity with me
than Steve”. So he joined me on this trip. He was my co-host. So off we
16 RELEASE JOURNAL

went.
Unfortunately, you know, as these things often happen, when we
looked at the date that had been scheduled for us to go and shoot, it
wasn’t the perfect date. We didn’t have the perfect moon; the weather
pattern was not perfect. Nothing was perfect about it so we were a little
apprehensive as we were driving down. I was very confident that we
were going to encounter a Muskie or two, for sure.
Off we went and met up with a couple of guys, Brandon Jones and
Marlon Prince. Much like ourselves, they were a little concerned about
the weather. Let me re-phrase that. They were a LOT concerned about
the weather. We said, “You know what, we’re fishing, we’re here, we’re
going to give this a whirl”.
We spent about an hour with them in terms of baits and patterns and
speeds, and can we cast or is it just trolling and finally we were
convinced that we were onto as good information on baits and strategy
as we were ever going to get so off we went.
We spent the first half-day without a sniff, but man, we were marking
food. That’s where we really got excited. When we got out on the water
and turned our Garmin on and started seeing the pockets of food that
these fish had. We really excited. We were pumped. We knew sooner or
later that they had to eat. The food is there, at the table. We just needed
to get that period when they were going to start chomping down.
It took us a half a day to get us our first fish and about another 3 hours to
get a second fish to the boat. Now they were relatively small in terms of
what we’re used to. Keep in mind that we just finished doing a muskie
shoot about three weeks earlier on the St. Lawrence River. We caught a
55 and a 59; you know it’s pretty hard to beat that. These were 30-34

inch fish but really fat. They were totally different fish. That was it for the
first day.
The second day the weather got even worse, if that was possible. The
bait had now scattered. We had to really hunt to find the columns of bait
from the day before. They had moved totally. It took us about 5 hours of
persistent trolling and then we banged into a beautiful, beautiful
Muskie, certainly for that area. It was 46 inches long and it was the fattest
Muskie that I have ever seen. That was great. The colours… these fish are
vibrant. Every colour on them is vibrant. They were fantastic. Absolutely
a joy.

one, they call them an invasive species and yet they feature them on the
cover of the Fish and Wildlife Journal. They’re not considered a game
fish yet they are on the front page, along with Salmon and Bass etc. So I
don’t know what they’re dong.
This is a fantastic opportunity for anybody that wants to break new
ground. It is basically, in terms of muskie fishing, it is the new frontier.
There’s no other place in this country where Muskie is so young and
new, and these were young fish. You could tell. That was really exciting.
It has tremendous potential. In five years, that river is going to be a
Muskie haven.

That was all the time we had, two days. We did interview the officials at
the [Mactaquac] dam. As you can imagine, they were a little reluctant, in
fact they would not give us any information that would lead us to believe
that they were trying to eradicate Muskie however at the dam they’ve
got a basket on an elevator, a big elevator, actually. The fish coming up
river all had to congregate in this basket. What they do is anything they
want to put through, obviously Salmon or Gaspereau were the two that
they mentioned. They lift them up. Anything else that is native to the
river but doesn’t belong above the dam, they scatter them out and let
them swim away. Anything that they consider invasive, including
muskie, they have to dispose of. They did not tell us how that happens
but they do dispose of them, which is hard for us. We have to toe-theline. We have our opinions and we try and side on the side of nature and
fish, but you can’t start a confrontation, especially with government
officials. We told them we thought that was crazy, but you’ve got to do
what you’ve got to do.

Editor: It will be interesting to see what happens when those four, five
six year old 30 inchers get another five years on them.

Editor: I understand that you had some interaction with New Brunswick
Tourism. Are they positive about this new fishery that’s emerging
there?

Then we found out, which is kind of odd, and we’re still looking into this

Angelo: Honestly, I don’t even think they are aware of it. In fact, it is a

Angelo: I’m predicting that if nothing happens, if nobody is successful in
trying to eradicate them from the system, I think in 5 years it’s going to
be one of the top 10 Muskie waters in the country. It’s just that good.
There’s so much there, and of course the bottom line is they’ve got
more food that just about any other system I’ve ever been on. The
quality of the food for them is high protein, oily, fatty, that’s why they
are so fat. That’s why they are such a girthy fish because every time they
chomp down on something it’s just full of the high nutrients that they
require, as opposed to some other fish.
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strange deal, even to get licenses. We contacted the licensing bureau
down there to get our fishing licenses and we spent, and I’m not joking, it
took us a week to find out about licensing for Muskie. Nobody knew a
thing about it. They shifted us from department to department to
department to department. Then when it was all said and done, the
conclusion was, “Hey, you know what, Muskie doesn’t even exist, so if
you’re targeting Muskie and you’re in fresh water, not brackish or salt
water, and you’re on the St. John fishing for Muskie, I guess you don’t
need a license”.
Editor: Really?
Angelo: To answer your question, I don’t think anybody down there
knows what they’ve got. Certainly none of the departments that can use
this as a profit centre are aware of it. Tourism is not, and Fish and Wildlife
is not, in terms of licensing. So I don’t know how long it is going to take
them to clue in that THEY’VE GOT A GOLD MINE ON THEIR HANDS.
Let’s be honest about it, there’s nobody crazier or wackier that a Muskie
fisherman. When comes to spending time, spending money,
relationships, health, there’s nobody that will go the distance, and as
deep as a Muskie fisherman.
Editor: So do you see this a destination fishery in the future? That people
will travel to go there?
Angelo: Absolutely, because they’ve got the infrastructure there, of
course, being a Salmon river for a million years and now being known as
the Striper bass capital of the world, the infrastructure is there. They’ve
got great launch facilities, I don’t know how many, but certainly
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everywhere that we’ve fished there, whether its for Bass fishing or
Muskie now, there’s never been an issue with finding rooms and meals
and boat launches and tackle shops, everything. It’s ready to go. The
word needs to get out. The fish need to spend a couple of years really
grabbing on to the St. John and setting roots and it’s ready to go.
Editor: That sounds great. I think it’s going to be interesting to see
where this fishery goes. So I’m hearing that you would really
recommend this as a fishing experience.
Angelo: Oh my God, even now, I would recommend it now. There’s great
Muskie waters certainly in Ontario and Quebec, so if you’re an Ontario
resident, you really don’t have to go very far to get Muskies. But I tell
you, man, the experience of going to the East, and that whole New
Brunswick hospitality and kinship and small communities and being
able to catch Muskies, what a great bonus that is. You can’t get that
experience any were else other than New Brunswick. It’s that special.
We talked to a lot of locals, the old guys that came around to see the
boat and that recognized the boat and ourselves and the logo and so we
had people that we talked to people each and every day that we put the
boat in the water. I did not meet one person that had anything positive
to say about muskies. They were all very angry about the whole
situation, that Muskie has singlehandedly destroyed the salmon fishery
in those waters important to them. That’s gong to change. It will take a
bit of time. Generally the thing about Muskie, once you interact with
one and make contact with one, it alters you completely so I’m hoping
that the locals will start hammering away at them and get the bug. We
need guardians. We need managers. We need people that will look after
them, and that’s the locals that will do that. In order to do that, the

locals have got to see them as a viable species.
Editor: What do you think Muskies Canada should do if we’re trying to
have a long-term goal to gat muskies recognized as a sport fish in New
Brunswick?
Angelo: I would do what you guys are doing. I understand there’s an
event coming up next year (October 13) and that’s exactly what you have
to do. You’ve got to get the hard-core guys and you’ve got to give them
enough incentive to get down there. If you get enough real honest-togoodness muskie fishermen on that system and what I think what is a
virgin fishery that requires a few years to mature, might in fact not be
that at all. It might already be mature. You get enough good sticks out
there that are hunting Muskies and start really putting some intelligent
fishing pressure on that river, you might find that it’s already there.
We just fished one area of the river. We fished at very most a mile of the
river, and that’s it. You get some hard-core guys running around on that
piece of water and finding new swims, and I’ll tell you, it could already be
there. There could already be a 50-incher in that water.

That 46-inch fish that I caught, we didn’t girth it. Honestly, we didn’t
keep it out of the water very long, but having just come off a couple of
giant 50 plus fish from the St. Lawrence, that 46 inch fish was every bit as
girthy as the 55 inch fish that we caught. So I agree with you. That would
be a great way to set the bar. Length and girth. That would be fantastic.
Editor: Thank you, Angelo
-Angelo Viola is one of Canada’s most recognized
and respected outdoor enthusiasts. Having spent
most of his life in pursuit of the ultimate outdoor
and fishing adventure, it is only natural that his
love of nature landed him the “best job in the
world” as co-host of The Fish’n Canada Show, as
well as The Outdoor Journal Radio Show.

www.fishncanada.com

Editor: These fish are unique. These are really fat fish. For this outing that
we’re planning in October next year, this might be THE WORLD’S
FATTEST MUSKIE CHALLENGE. You won’t get the longest fish, but you
might get the fattest. So we’re even thinking of a new metric, which is the
ration of girth to length. In a lot of cases it’s over 50 and in some cases it’s
way over 50%.
Angelo: Wow. That would be cool.
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By Marlon Prince
St. John River Muskie Guide

I

n the province of New Brunswick, Salmon and Trout fisheries have
long been the claim to fame and recognition in the sportsman’s
world. Since their arrival to NB’s stretches of the Saint John River over
20 years ago Muskies have been deemed an invasive species. Viewed as
a threat to Salmon, they are not protected by angling rules/regulations
and are actually terminated upon capture at our dams. It would seem
the province is dead set on riding the Salmon train into the ground and
ignoring any other opportunities for local anglers or tourists.
Currently though, the fishing quality and stocks of our cold-water fish
are in a steep decline due to a laundry list of issues, while the warm
water fisheries continue to get better. A person travelling to New
Brunswick, in search of fishing trip could spend a small fortune to gain
access to Salmon water and find it closed to fishing due to low water
and high temps for weeks at a time. These Salmon rivers are at
minimum a few hours from an airport, guide required and privately
owned by big-ticket lodges. So with the addition to the comparatively
steep licence fees, people are looking for another option. Muskies
provide this.
For the past few seasons, I have been the only New Brunswick guide
who is targeting Muskies for my clients. Years of reading through emails
and private messages from local anglers asking about the best baits or
good spots made me realize the experience gained from long days on
the water, calloused hands and tacky sunglasses tans was worth sharing
with others. After passing the New Brunswick Guide course, I created a
website and put the word out that I would be open to taking on clients,
beginning in the 2015 season.
As this is a part time gig, I typically run about 15-20 guided trips per
season. That is about all I am willing to take on while holding a full-time
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job with travel, making time for family/friends and my own personal
time on the water.
Throughout the season I get to meet a variety of different clients from
many locations. Wisconsin, Illinois, Tennessee, Maryland, Maine and
the list goes on. Many are intrigued by their discovery of Muskies in New
Brunswick waters as this fishery is certainly underutilized and not
promoted. Photos found online of giant fish, gain the curiosity of
anglers and they want their shot at reeling one in.
Not only do New Brunswick’s Muskies dwarf the typical Trout and Bass
found in most local waters, but the average girth and weight of these
fish have put the Saint John on the map as being world class with record

potential. Still a young and developing fishery, managing expectations is
a big part of the program. In other words, this isn't lake St. Clair. As a
guide, I find it hard not to get wrapped up in focusing on the fish. I want
my clients to experience the catch of a lifetime and I work hard to help
make that happen, but what has surprised me, is most of the feedback I
get is not on the fish.

they are booked for much of the season. Walk through the town of Fort
Kent, which hosts an annual Musky Derby, and you will see banners
lining the streets along with signs in shop windows promoting the fish
and welcoming anglers. Despite the Maine government’s attitude
towards the fish which is in line with NB's, local businesses are all
embracing the benefits of a "destination fishery". People will travel to
catch a Musky!

I can always ensure a group will be able to relax and enjoy all the Saint
Whether it is Muskie for the trophy
hunter, or Small Mouth Bass and Pickerel
to keep the action going, the Saint John
River offers a unique experience that is
easy on the bank account and easier to
get to. No section of the river requires a
guide (by law) and tidal portions can be
fished with no license. Clients that work
or play in the city of Fredericton can walk
to the water’s edge from a hotel and hop
in my boat for a day or half-day of fishing
with nothing but appropriate attire. I've
had a group finish a conference at noon,
be hooked up with a fish by one o'clock
and still make it to their supper plans
that evening.

John has to offer. On a typical day, as the iconic rolling hills of New
Brunswick loom in the distance, another fishing boat in our spot or even
within sight is rare. Most groups comment on how amazing it is to have
this resource so accessible and the fact that it is not promoted by our
local or provincial tourism groups. I almost always get asked, "Where are
the lodges or the cabins for rent?" Right now, they don’t exist, and I
believe the province is missing out.
If you ake a visit to the Maine section of the Saint John River, where
Muskies have inhabited the waters for a longer period of time, you will
see first-hand the economic benefits of the fishery. A short list of guides,
lodges and outfitters will tell you they regularly turn away new clients, as

So, do I think we have a massive industry
on our hands in New Brunswick's warm
water fishery? Probably nothing that
could compare to Ontario with it's huge
land mass and endless options of lakes
and waterways. However, we do have
something special that continues to
attract attention from media, tourists,
and anglers alike. Perhaps it's wishful
thinking, but I believe the potential in
New Brunswick is substantial, and I’m not just talking about the Fish.
Without question the Muskie fishery in the Saint John River is a great
new attraction that will bring dedicated Muskie fishermen to New
Brunswick. So, when are you coming?
-Marlon Prince, St. John River Muskie Guide
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By Joseph Hall, Ph.D. P.Eng
Introduction
The Saint John River system is approximately 600km long and passes
through Maine and Quebec before entering New Brunswick. Musky
were stocked into Lac Frontière, Quebec in the early 70’s and eventually
worked their way into the Saint John River (SJR) system. Muskies were
first reported at the Mactaquac dam in 1988 (Stoceck et al. 1999).
Unfortunately, relatively little is known about the SJR musky population.
One tool to better understand the muskies and associated angling effort
in the SJR is MCI’s voluntary angler logs. Although, the logs for Ontario
have been examined in detail (Kerr 2007), the angling logs for the SJR
chapter of MCI have only received limited attention. The following
examines the data gathered from the MCI voluntary angler logs program
for 11 years, from 2007 to 2017 inclusive, a total of 4350 logs.

The Fishery
For angling log purposes, the river is broken up into 3 zones. Zone 1 is
delineated by being any portion of the river upstream of the Beechwood
dam, Zone 2 is from Hartland to the Mactaquac Dam, and Zone 3 is from
the Mactaquac dam to the Bay of Fundy. Dams separate the various
zones, but Curry et al. (2007) showed via radio tagging that large muskies
can successfully pass downstream over or through the dams. In general,
Zone 1 tends to be shallower and narrower than the other 2 zones but
does have several wide stretches of river that are lake-like. The river in
Zone 2 varies from about 0.3km wide near Hartland and less than 4 feet
deep to being close to 2 km wide and over 120 feet deep near the
Maqtaquac dam. After the dam, the portion of the river where the
majority of the musky fishing occurs (from Fredericton to Oromocto) has
a maximum depth of about 30 feet and is about 1 km wide.
Figure 1 shows the total hours spent angling for musky in the river from
2007-2017. It is clear that the popularity of angling for musky in New
Brunswick has been growing significantly over the years from 1300
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Figure 1: Total logged hours of musky angling per year.
hours in 2007 to an almost three-fold increase in 2016 to over 3500
hours. As the number of hours spent fishing on the SJR increase per
year, so too did the number of muskies caught per year. Figure 2
indicates that, in general, the number of fish caught per year has been
increasing; in 2007 roughly 50 fish were caught and logged and the last 2
years over 200 fish have been caught per year. In total, 1573 SJR muskies
have been caught and logged by MCI in the last 11 years for an average
of 143 fish per year. In addition to the increased popularity of musky
fishing, the year-to-year variation in the catch can be tied to weather
patterns and variations in general participation in the voluntary angler
log program.

Figure 2: The total number of muskies caught and logged per year on
the SJR.
Of course with anglers putting more time in to catch fish, it is expected
that the musky catch will increase and thus it makes sense to examine
how many hours are spent on average to catch a fish. The average time to
catch a musky per year is shown in Figure 3. In any given year, it takes
roughly between 10 and 20 hours of angling time to catch a fish in the
SJR. It is clear that the hours per fish is normally between 15 and 20 with
an average over the past 11 years of 17.3 hours per fish. Kerr (2007)
reports that the average time to catch a musky in Ontario obtained from
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) and MCI’s voluntary
angler log program from 1979 to 2004 is 14.6 hours per fish, so the SJR
fish seems to be slightly harder to catch on average than in Ontario
waters. This is consistent with the notion that the SJR musky population
is still expanding and has likely not reached a steady state population
density.

Figure 4: The size distribution of all muskies caught and logged in the
SJR from 2007 to 2017.
The size distribution of fish caught in the Saint John River from 2007 to
2017 is shown in Figure 4. The most common size range of fish caught is
between 30 and 34.75 inches with the average size of all of the muskies
caught being 34.6 inches long. Kerr (2007) reports that the average size

Figure 3: Average hours to catch a musky from 2007 to 2017.
of muskies logged from 1979-2004 in Ontario is 37 inches so the SJR fish
are 2.4 inches shorter on average than in Ontario. Of the 1580 fish
logged in the past 10 years, only 5, 50 inch or better muskies have been
logged. This means that 0.3% of all muskies caught and logged in New
Brunswick are over 50 inches. Compare this to values reported in by
Wachelka (2017) on the Ottawa River where roughly 3 to 5% of the
muskies caught on in a given year are over 50 inches. Likely a better
measure of a trophy in the SJR system is a musky that is over 45 inches in
length as only about 50 fish caught were over this standard in the last 10
years; this still only represents 3% of all fish logged. The fact that the SJR
fish do not seem to get as long as elsewhere is offset by the fact that
they can get quite fat. Stocek et al (1999) first noted that SJR muskies
carried more weight than other populations of muskies and reported
that SJR fish were on average 11.5% heavier than the trophy muskies
investigated by Casselman and Crossman (1986). This fact that SJR
muskies carry more weight is again consistent with a population that is
expanding its range and where food is readily available. A fine example
of a fat SJR fish is shown in the header of this article. Marlon Prince is
holding a 39.5-inch September SJR fish with 20.5-inch girth. This fish
had a girth-to-length ratio of 0.52 and weighs 20.75 pounds by the
2
standard formula (Length*Girth /800). Interestingly, Marlon was in
Ontario the week before and caught a 50 incher; by formula, this sub 40
inch SJR fish weighed more than his 50 incher!
MCI does not record girth in the voluntary angler log program so unless
an angler logs girth measurements in the comments section, we have
no information to examine the girth or weight of the fish by formula.
Inspection of the comments in the 2017 logs, though, reveals numerous
fish with large girth-to-length ratios including a 45x25.5 inch fish with a
0.57 girth-to-length ratio (bottom of page 39) and a 43.5x24 inch fish
with a 0.54 girth-to-length ratio (shown on the top of page 20); by the
standard formula these fish weigh 36.6 and 31.3 pounds, respectively.
The so-called “Nackawic Fatty,” (shown on the top of page 31) a large
fish found floating barely alive in 2010 was measured to be 51x29.75
inches and had the largest girth-to-length ratio that I am aware of at
0.58. As the fish was barely alive perhaps this represents the upper limit
of girth-to-length ratio for a musky. The largest fish every caught in the
river, a 52x27 brute that weighed 47.39 pounds by formula had a girthto-length ratio of only 0.52, which means it still had room to fill out to
reach the magical 0.57 mark; had it done so, it would have had a girth of
29.6 inches and weighed 57.1 pounds!
RELEASE JOURNAL 23

Figure 5: Average length of fish caught per year in the SJR from 2007
to 2017.
The year-to-year variation in the average fish length is shown in Figure 5.
The average length of fish caught in a given year has varied from a high of
37 inches to a low of 33 inches with the average length over the past 11
years being 34.8 inches. In general, the average length of logged fish was
at or above 35 inches from 2007 to 2012. Then in 2012, the average size
of the fish dropped significantly, to below 33 inches; the reason for this
drop is unclear. The average length of the fish caught since 2012 has
been steadily increasing since to an average of 35 inches in 2017.
Perhaps the decreasing length of muskies caught until 2012 is indicative
of a fish population that is becoming more educated and harder to catch.
After 2012, perhaps either the anglers are improving or the musky
population is growing; let us hope that both are true.
Monthly Variation
More light can be shed on the seasonal variation of the angling effort,
ease of catch, and average fish size by breaking the angling logs down on
a per month basis. The hours spent per month musky angling are shown
in Figure 6. It should be noted that the musky season in Zone 1 and 2
opens on May 1st along with most other fish (including smallmouth

Figure 7: Number of fish caught per month for 2007-2017.
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Figure 6: Total hours spent musky fishing per month from 2007-2017.
bass) and the fishing season in Zone 3 is open year round as it is
considered tidal waters. Figure 7 reveals that the most popular month
to go musky fishing by hours logged in the SJR is June, followed by
October. The total hours spent angling drop off drastically in November
and become quite small in December. It should be noted, that the
season for Musky closes November 30th in Zones 1 and 2, and thus the
hours that are logged in December are entirely from Zone 3. It is also
clear from this figure that some members of MCI are targeting muskies
during May, but the hours are quite low in relation to other months. A
closer inspection of the logs reveals that the majority of angler reports
in May were near the end of the month. Although legal, the SJR chapter
of MCI is currently trying to discourage anglers from targeting muskies
in May.
As shown in Figure 7, the number of muskies caught per month does not
necessarily reflect the angling effort; for example, even though June
had slightly more angling hours than October, significantly more
muskies are caught in October followed by September with few muskies
caught in May or December. Interestingly, despite the fact that there
are significantly more hours spent fishing for muskies in May versus
December, close inspection of Figure 8 shows that more fish were
caught in December.
So, what month is the easiest to catch a musky on the SJR? The answer
to this question can be seen upon inspection of Figure 8 where the
hours per musky are shown from May to December. The hardest month
to catch a musky, is by far May and this is likely due to the fact that the
water is still quite cold during this month and the fact that the fish are
more interested in spawning than eating. The next hardest month to
catch a musky is July followed by June; in excess of 20 hours per month
are required to catch a musky in each of these months. This is quite
unlike Ontario, where Kerr (2007) reported that MCI angler logs for the
entire province indicated that June and July were the easiest months to
catch a musky with 12.6 and 12.3 hours per fish, respectively. The fact
that June and July are such poor months in the SJR is likely due to the
abundance of forage in the river at this time as this is when gaspereau
and shad run up the river from the sea in droves. The fishing gets
significantly easier in August and gets slightly more difficult in
September and then continues to get progressively easier to catch a
musky into the fall with December being the easiest month to catch a
fish. Caution should be taken when interpreting the December data

Figure 8: Average hours to catch a musky per month.

Figure 9: Average length of fish per month.

though, as there are few logs and thus there is considerable uncertainty
in the December numbers. The general sentiment in the musky
community is that late fall is the time to catch giants. Does this hold true
for SJR muskies? Close inspection of Figure 9, where the average fish
length is plotted per month, reveals that this rings true on the SJR as
December is, by far, the month when the largest muskies are caught. The
December average length is 37 inches, which is 2 inches larger than the
SJR average of 34.6 inches. Again, caution should be taken interpreting
the December values, as there are not many logs submitted during this
month. September is the month when the second largest fish are caught,
followed by August and then July. Surprisingly, October and November
fish are shorter on average than in July, August, September and
December.

the biggest muskies caught? Although many in the SJR musky fishing
community have their hunches, it is useful to examine the statistics
obtained from the angling logs on a per zone basis; Table 1 shows
angling hours, number of fish caught, average length and the hours per
musky for Zones 1, 2 and 3. It is clear that Zone 1 received by far the
smallest amount of attention from MCI anglers in terms of hours fished,
and this is partially because the majority of the SJR MCI members live
closer to Zone 2 and 3 waters. Anecdotally, it seems as though there is
some musky angling pressure in Zone 1 by non-members and it appears
that there are a number of large muskies caught and kept in Zone 1. The
table indicates that Zone 1 is by far the easiest of the 3 zones to catch a
musky with roughly half the hours per fish required as in Zone 2 or 3. The
average length of the fish caught in Zone 1 is also several inches smaller
than Zone 2 or 3. Curry et al. (2007) put forth the notion that the
muskies tend to spawn upriver and work their way downriver as they
mature and the average size data obtained here supports this
conclusion. Again, this behavior is consistent with a fish population
expanding its range.

Zone-to-Zone Variation
Where on the river is the easiest place to catch a musky and where are

Zone 2 and 3 are the locations where, by far, the bulk of SJR MCI’s
angling effort is focused, with slightly more hours spent fishing in Zone 3
than Zone 2. More fish are caught in Zone 3 than Zone 2 and the hours
per fish is 18.56 in Zone 2 verses 17.80 in Zone 3, meaning that muskies
are slightly easier to catch in Zone 3. The average length of fish caught in
Zone 3 is also about an inch shorter than in Zone 2. Although not
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surprising to an angler, the data indicates that larger fish are on average
harder to catch and this has proven to be true in my analysis of yearly
zonal catch information (not shown here).

Concluding Remarks
In general, the angling logs submitted by the SJR chapter of MCI have
provided useful information in understanding this new and evolving
musky fishery. The hours logged indicate that the yearly fishing pressure
has roughly tripled from 2007 with June being the most popular month
followed by October. The fishing pressure as indicated by logged hours in
Zone 1 is about one tenth of those logged in Zones 2 or 3. The average
size of a musky caught on the SJR is 34.6 inches long and it takes roughly
17.3 hours to catch. Muskies are twice as easy to catch in Zone 1 as in
Zone 2 or 3, but are a few inches smaller on average. Over the last 11
years, the average length of fish caught in Zone 2 (35.5in) has been about
an inch smaller than in Zone 3 (34.4 in) and, as a result, are slightly harder
to catch in Zone 2. The hardest month to catch a musky on the SJR is May
followed by July and June (unlike Ontario where logs reveal June and July
are the easiest months to catch a fish). In general, fish get easier to catch
as we progress through the fall from September on with December being
the easiest month. On average, the largest fish are caught in December
and September.
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By Steven J. Kerr and Brandon Jones

T

his project was initiated to collect information on the
Muskellunge which is a new species in the Saint John River.
Specifically, this included growth rates, movements and habitat
selection. The ultimate goal was to provide detailed biological
information to local management authorities so that muskellunge
regulations and a new management regime could be established.

Editor’s Note: A more detailed version of this study was presented at an
international muskellunge symposium held in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
in March 2016. The paper was also included in the workshop
proceedings which was recently published by the American Fisheries
Society.

Between 2006 and 2015,a total of 691 Muskellunge were angled, tagged
and released by members of the Saint John River Chapter of Muskies
Canada Inc. (Kerr and Jones 2016). Over the course of twelve
consecutive fishing seasons (2006-2017), a total of 75 (10.9%) tagged
muskellunge were recaptured by angling. An additional seven tagged
fish were captured at the Mactaquac Dam fishway.
Most Muskellunge were observed to establish discrete summer home
ranges from which there was little, if any, movement. Transitional
movements were believed to occur during the spring and fall associated
with spawning and the establishment of summer and winter ranges.
Muskellunge movements which were documented in this study
occurred in both upstream and downstream directions in almost equal
proportion. Muskellunge also demonstrated the ability to move long
distances both upstream and downstream including passage
over/through the Mactaquac dam.
Results regarding Muskellunge behaviour and movements from this
study are generally consistent with observations (small home ranges,
males more sedentary than females, movements seasonal in nature,
capable of long distance movements, etc.) reported from similar tagging
studies in other North American jurisdictions.
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By Steven J. Kerr and Kaleb Zelman
Removing stomach contents by gastric
lavage. (Sean Landsman photos)

T

he accidental introduction of Muskellunge (Esox masquinongy)
into the Saint John River (SJR) has raised concerns about their
predatory impact on other fish species, notably Atlantic Salmon
(Salmo salar). Similar concerns have been expressed about other
popular sport fishes in the Muskellunge’s range. These concerns
prompted two different initiatives designed to more fully document
Muskellunge diet and identify potential impacts on other aquatic biota.
The first undertaking involved a detailed review of literature from
throughout the North American range of Muskellunge (Kerr 2016).This
review was prompted by concerns that the predatory habits of
Muskellunge could have negative impacts on other popular sport fishes,
such as Bass (Micropterus spp.), Walleye (Sander vitreus), Trout
(Salvelinus spp.), and Salmon (Oncorhynchus spp.). Muskellunge are
known to be opportunistic predators with a highly diverse diet.
Generally, the size of prey items increases as the size of the fish
increases. Larger Muskellunge also seem to prefer one large meal over
several smaller meals. In studies examined, Yellow Perch (Perca
flavescens), Suckers (Catostomus spp.), and Shad (Alosa spp.) were
consistently important in Muskellunge diets. There was little evidence to
indicate that Muskellunge predation had any significant impact on
resident Walleye or Bass populations, where they coexisted. Because
their habitats seldom overlap, only limited information was available on
the predatory impact of Muskellunge on salmonids. The relative impact
of Muskellunge seemed to be a function of water body size and
composition of the resident fish community; larger water bodies and
those having a diverse forage fish community were relatively unaffected
by the presence of Muskellunge. The presence and abundance of softrayed fish species likely reduced the predatory impact on other resident
sport fish species. More research was recommended to determine the
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potential impact of Muskellunge on salmonids, as well as at-risk species.
The second initiative, undertaken by the University of New Brunswick,
involved sampling stomach contents of Muskellunge in the Saint John
River (Andrews et al. 2017). An earlier study (Curry et al. 2007) involving
the use of stable isotope analysis, suggested that Muskellunge within
the SJR could potentially predate on Atlantic salmon smolts with little
impact on the population, but evidence has yet to be produced to verify
this assertion. Muskellunge are seldom found in habitats overlapping
with Atlantic Salmon and no other diet assessments of Muskellunge in
Atlantic Salmon supporting rivers were available.
Muskellunge in the SJR is an introduced species and, due to a perceived
threat to Atlantic Salmon, are currently managed as an invasive species
which, when captured, are euthanized by Fisheries and Oceans Canada
(DFO) at all fish passage facilities. The province also has very liberal
angling regulations which are designed to promote the harvest of
Muskellunge.
As part of the study, gastric lavage was performed on 96 Muskellunge
caught directly between April 25 and November 3, 2016. Only 18 of
those individuals contained any discernible stomach contents (some of
which were unidentifiable). The suspected reason for such a high
number of empty stomachs (81%) is due to the low metabolism of these
fish represented by significant periods of inactivity. They are typically a
lie-in-wait predator which does not expend great amounts of energy to
seek out prey as do many other predatory fish species. Therefore, as
mentioned above, one larger meal seems to be preferred to many
smaller ones. This claim is supported by the lack of smaller prey items in
stomach contents despite their prevalence in other predators sampled

Muskellunge showed a clear preference for Clupeids,
specifically Alewife (Alosa pseudoharengus) and
Blueback Herring (Alosa aestivalis) and American
Shad (Alosa sapidissima). These 3 species made up
more than 50% of Muskellunge diets by number of
prey items and over 95% of their diets by weight of
prey items. Other notable prey species that were
detected later in the season, as the Alewife (also
known as Gaspereau) runs diminished, were Yellow
Perch and White Perch (Morone amricanus).
No Atlantic Salmon were present in the stomach
contents of any Muskellunge examined during this
study. This is probably attributed to the low
abundance of salmon smolts in comparison to
alternative prey items. Based on the findings of this
study, we are hopeful that fisheries managers will
take it upon themselves to re-visit the policy of
euthanizing Muskellunge until further evidence is
presented outlining their impacts on Atlantic Salmon.

Stomach contents from a Saint John River Muskellunge (Sean Landsman
photos).
simultaneously. Further to this point, 89 % of individuals that contained
stomach contents, had only 1 item in their stomach.
Another supplemental explanation for these seemingly high rates of
stomach emptiness could be the amount of time which had elapsed
before the fish were examined. Due to the difficulty and time associated
with angling Muskellunge, most fish that were sampled, had been
caught as part of normal fish passage operations for the Mactaquac
Dam. These fish were often transferred to a sorting facility at a nearby
hatchery before sampling, and the hours of operation provided a
challenge to ensure samples were obtained in a timely manner. The
difference is marginal in the percentage of fish that contained stomach
contents between fish held for over 18 hrs (15%) and those held for less
than 18 hrs (25%). Individuals held for over 18 hrs did have a much higher
rate of unidentified stomach contents (56%) that those which were
sampled with less delay (25%). The delay in sampling did not occur until
after the out-migration of Atlantic Salmon smolt (timing known due to
concurrent tracking study).
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While the number of individuals with stomach contents were low,
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Mysteries of the Saint John River By Steven Eldridge

T

he first thing I would like to clarify
is that I'm NOT a Muskellunge or
Fisheries Biologist. I do have a
keen interest in fish biology and during
my 36 year career as a New Brunswick
Ranger/Conservation Officer I had many
opportunities to participate in a wide
ra n ge o f h a b i t at i m p ro ve m e nt ,
management, population assessment
and enforcement projects.

environmental factors working in
unison. There are numerous
possibilities and circumstances that are
unique to New Brunswick’s naturally
reproducing population:
1. A portion of our population lives in
tidal-influenced water although to date,
our largest fish have come from nontidal influenced water.

Our larger fish of approximately 38" and
This article’s title is "Mysteries of the St. John
greater, hold abnormally large girth right to the
River", and there are two mysteries that have
tail. The photos enclosed in this article don't
prevailed since our Chapter was formed in
really do justice to this phenomenon. I've been
2006.
blessed to hold some beautiful Ottawa and St.
Lawrence River muskies in my hands and the
Mystery #1: Why are St. John River fish so
difference is very noticeable.
FAT?
By fat, I'm referring to abnormally large girth.
In fact, there is more to this than simply girth.
A 1999 publication by Stocek, Cronin, and
S e y m o u r, " T h e M u s ke l l u n g e , E s o x
masquinongy, Distribution and Biology of a
Recent Addition to the Ichthyofauna of New
Brunswick" compared New Brunswick
Muskellunge to data presented by Casselman
and Crossman (1986*). That comparison
showed that New Brunswick Muskellunge of
similar length, weighted on average, 11.5%
more than other fish from around North
America. In 2016, our St. John River Chapter
conducted a weight comparison study and
had similar results with variations of 8% to
14% greater weight compared to the formula
LxG2/800 = Weight.
Although our fish do have large girths there is
another factor that adds additional weight.
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2. There is a wise old saying that states, "you are
what you eat". I suspect this is the primary
reason our fish are so chubby. The majority of
our population is able to feed on large, high fat,
anadromous Alewife and Blueback Herring.
Although Bluebacks return to the sea shortly
after spawning, Alewife will stay in fresh water
longer. One of our members reported seeing
There is a definite morphological difference
Alewife this past October.
between St. John River muskies and all others.
Our post spawn and early summer fish are
3. The St. John River population is classified as
sometimes heavier than fall fish in other
invasive, which is unfortunately true. Placing a
locations across North America.The girth of
species in an environment without Mother
many late summer and fall fish is greater than
Nature’s blessing always seems to cause
half their length.
unpredictable results. Different water
The big unanswered question is WHY ? There
chemistry, different soil chemistry, different
doesn't appear to be any one obvious
pollutants, different agricultural practices and
explanation. If we ever do know, I suspect it will
possibly a different balance of the pre-existing
be the result of several geographical and
aquatic ecosystem could all be factors.
4. Being the new apex predator in the St. John
River, there is virtually no competition to the
growth and immediate future development of
the population. Fishing pressure is very light at
best and I personally don't believe carrying
capacity is even close to being full yet. The
population is young and expanding. The

majority of angled fish are live-released.
5. We have St. Lawrence strain Muskellunge. They were stocked by the
Quebec Government in Lac Frontier in the late 1960's and early 1970's.
This is the head-waters of the St. John. Therefore, good genetics !!
There are other possibilities common to the rest of the Muskie world
that may also contribute to growing fatties here in New Brunswick.
1. There is a tremendous amount of other good quality forage species in
the St. John River. Abundant populations of White Sucker, Brown
Bullhead, White Perch, Yellow Perch and Fallfish are available.
2. The middle section of the St John River that we refer to as "Zone 2" is a
mesotrophic headpond with an average depth of 70 to 80 feet. Depths of
100 feet are common in the lower headpond. The surface area is
approximately 220,000 acres. I've read several publications that use
150,000 acres as the minimum habitat benchmark for producing big
Muskellunge. We have that! All 5 of the 50"+ Muskies caught by our
Chapter members have been caught in the Zone 2 headpond (and a
couple others rumoured) We also get some really big fish below the
headpond and Mactaquac Dam in Zone 3. This is a natural fresh water
river with a tidal influence and half the flow volume of the Ottawa River.
3. Oddly enough, even though New Brunswick is surrounded on 3 sides
by salt water, our climate is classified as Continental. Our weather is
similar to North Central Ontario. Muskies seem to acclimate well to this
climate.
Unfortunately, there is no obvious reason that explains the obesity of St.
John River Muskies. Perhaps in the years to come and after the
population has stabilized at carrying capacity our fish will slim down and
resemble their big St. Lawrence River relatives. In the mean time, I don't
think any of us are too offended catching big fat healthy muskies.

ashore and buried in snow. I weighed and measured her 24 hours later
at 50 7/8" x 29.75" and 60.5 lb. I verified the scales the following day at
Canada Post and they were weighing 1 pound light, therefore,
approximately 61.5 pounds. Several months later, Fisheries Biologist
Pam Seymour and I autopsied Fatty and removed the cleithrum. There
were no obvious organ or parasite issues. She was very fat and had over
a kilo of partially developed eggs in her. She had a 16" white sucker in
stomach and dissolved bones from previous feeding. Dr. Casselman
aged the cliethrum at 14 years.
A day prior to the discovery of Nackawic Fatty, Central New Brunswick
had experienced a major, one in one hundred year flood event. The St.
John River drainage is fertile agricultural and forestry ground with
hundreds of thousands of acres of such in both New Brunswick and the
neighbouring State of Maine. The flooding put a major silt load into the
drainage. After e-mail consultation with Dr. Casselman, it was
concluded that the most likely cause of death was asphyxiation. The
fishes gill surfaces, partially choked by silt, couldn't supply enough
oxygen to sustain it's abnormally obese body.
Being a young and expanding population it's reasonable to conclude
that there would be less 50" + fish than in an old, well established
population. Unfortunately, substantial siltation events happen every
year in the St. John. If what we expect caused the death of Nackawic
Fatty is in fact true, then it's reasonable to conclude that she wasn't the
first one to die from this type of pollution. Perhaps as time moves on
and the ecosystem balances out the impact of it's new apex predator,
natural selection will favor a thinner Muskie more capable of
withstanding sever siltation events. Nobody knows. This is mere
speculation. Until then, the membership of our St.John River Chapter
and a few others will continue to promote, protect and enjoy a truly
unique fishery. And remember it's not just all about great big fat
Muskies because ... little muskies are cool to !!!
Tight Lines in 2018
--Steve Eldridge

Mystery #2: Why Does the St. John River Produce so few 50" Muskies?
This could also be sub-titled " The mystery of Nackawic Fatty".
The above photo of "Nackawic Fatty" was taken on December 14, 2010.
She had been found on December 13, 2010 floating belly-up, dragged

Casselman, J.M., and E.J. Crossman. 1986. Size,age and growth of
trophy muskellunge and muskellunge-northern pike hybrids: the
cleithrum project 1979-1983.
American Fisheries Society Special Publication 15: 93-110
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My Favorite

Bait
by Capt. Magnus D. Sweatpants

W

hen I first offered to do this article my initial thought was
how on earth will I ever be able to pick just one lure! I'm a
Muskie fisherman for God sakes! I recently completed my
annual winter task of inspecting and sharpening every hook on every
bait I carry in my “oversized” Dunright tackle box. Oversized to the point
where several Chapter members refer to it as “The Steamer Chest” Like
many other Muskie fisherman's boxes, mine is made to hold 66 baits and
presently has 91 in it. Not to mention another 60 or so hanging in the
basement or hiding in the barn where my wife won't go because she's
afraid of mice ... perfect spot !
Since I joined MCI in 2006, I have cataloged a photo and brief description
of every fish I've landed. Some years it's only a half dozen fish and other
years it's 25 or 30.Looking back over the past decade of photos it became
blatantly obvious. I spend about 70% of my time trolling and the 10”
Holo Silver Jake has BY FAR been the most productive bait in my box with
the 10” Orange Tiger Jake a respectable second. Down here in Potato
Land we are also blessed with a significant population of big Striped Bass
which also smash 10” Holo Silver Jakes. I've also caught numerous
Smallmouth Bass as small as 15 inches on these big Jakes in the fall.
In all fairness I must also mention that in the past two years I've also used
9” Holo Silver or Silver Cracked Ice Grandma's with equally good success.
I feel the key to my success is the black and silver combination. I've also
had success on the Metallic White Perch Jake but it's just a slight
variation of good old black and silver. This color and size mimics White
Perch, Fallfish and big sea run Alewife which constitute a good
percentage of our forage crop. Most of our abundant population of
Brown Bullhead also fall into the 6 to 10 inch range as well.
Because this issue of the Release Journal is highlighting The St. John
River I would also offer some advice for those of you who are primarily
casters. I prefer to cast for muskies but unfortunately a partially worn out

body curtails that practice. My casting is limited to June, July and August
but many in our Chapter get fish into mid November casting. Please
keep in mind that these are just my favorites and many other baits work
well for others. One thing I do very much believe though is that big is not
better in the Johnny. We use lots of glide baits down here and my
favorite is a 7” Phantom in a dark grey or Perch pattern. For an inline
spinner, a black and silver 700 or 800 series Buchertail. I gave up on
those shoulder busting double tens shortly after I first tried them. They
are all in my Ottawa River box now. For a Spinnerbait, a Clark Rayner 1.5
to 2 ounce brown with gold or a grey with silver blades is a consistent
producer. Some of our members have recently had good luck on rubber
paddletail type baits but that seems to be a secret that isn't being
broadcast at the moment. I got two nice ones last year on a little 6”
white paddletail that I purchased for Striped Bass. I converted 2 fish that
would only lazy follow at best. I fished it like a bass tube.
I've caught muskies on many of the other baits in my overcrowded box
and I suspect there are times when it doesn't matter what you use or
what size or color it is. One style of bait that doesn't fall into that
category are surface baits. For some mysterious and tragic reason, they
do not work in the Johnny. It's not due to lack of trying. Almost every
casting evening I will give a Topraider or a 9” Doc a shot in prime time
with zero results. Weird Eh ! That's one of the primary reasons I love
going to the mighty Ottawa.
So I hauled a selection of baits out in order to include a few pictures and
low and behold there are only 9 of them. If I chose another 11 for a total
of 20 I would probably have everything I needed ...
O my goodness ... did I actually say that? ... pure and utter Muskellunge
blasphemy !!!
Hope a few of you from away can make it down for our fall 2018 event.
Regardless, tight line to all
of us in 2018 and
remember, little Muskies
are cool !!
Yours Truly
Capt. Magnus D.
Sweatpants
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Muskies Canada
members
get 15% off!
Use promo code:

MC18-15
www.muskyontariolureco.ca
Check our web site regularly for new
products, contests and musky stories!

"We build the toughest
Bucktail out there”
phone: (905) 466-1384
(289) 820-6184
email: brian@muskyontariolureco.ca
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Conservation
Raffle

By Tom McCutcheon

I

am happy to inform everyone that early reports from several
chapters have stated good sales of tickets so far this year. I know of
one member in the Kawartha Chapter who has sold 45 tickets on his
own to friends, coworkers and relatives. Some Chapters (Hamilton
comes to mind) have offered an incentive to their members to sell
tickets. As I type this, it is mid-January, and we have not had a chance to
promote this at any of the winter trade shows. Having said that, MCI has
booth space booked at numerous events. These begin with the Spring
Fishing & Boat Show at the International Center, from February 16 to the
19th and Muskie Sunday held on the 18th. Following that, we will be at
the Belleville Sportsmen Show March 10, 11 and 12th and the
Bowmanville Tackle Swap on March 12th. Later this same week, the
Toronto Sportsmen Show will be at the International Center March 14th
to the 18th. The Kawartha Sportsmen Show in Lindsay will be April 6th to
the 8th and we will wrap up the trade show season in Keswick at the
Discover Georgina Show, May 4th to the 6th at which time we will make
the draw for the three prizes.
I want to remind everyone of how generous our prize sponsors have
been.
Dave Sullivan of Central Marine in Mississauga once again offered us a
great deal on a 15 horse power Mercury Pro Kicker motor, complete with
helm controls. This would normally retail for about $5600.00 taxes
included. Dave has also volunteered to deliver, set up on a stand and pick
up this motor from both the SF&BS and the Sportsmen
Show. This saves us a lot of trouble and headaches. Thank
you Dave.

McMaster University
and his Georgian Bay
studies, and 5%
each to two
Children’s camps in
the Keswick
area. Camp
Katonim and
Jericho Youth
Services. Only
2 5 0 0 t i c ke ts
produced so your
chances of
winning a prize
are pretty good,
j u st a s k C h ri s
Purdy, last year’s
winner.
Buy often and buy lots.
Good Luck to all.
-T.M.

Dave Dutchak, MCI member and owner of Trojan Tackle,
has donated a pair (port and starboard) of Trojan
Boomerang Rod Holders, these come with Rotational
Swivel Risers, Base Mounting Plates, all required Heavy
Duty Knobs, Rotational Adapter Brackets, and Custom
coated Salty S10s, and Trojan Premium Safety Lanyards.
All components will be Anodized Black and Silver to
accent. Retail value taxes included, $1650.00.
It was difficult to obtain a third prize which was not
fishing related, but would appeal to those who don’t
own a boat. We eventually ended up purchasing a Sony
48 inch smart TV for $700.00 taxes included. Please show
your support to these sponsors by visiting their shop or
websites. Let me also remind everyone that the Net
Proceeds from this lottery are divided 80% to the LSMRP,
10% to an educational grant, this year is Dan Weller from
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by Steven J. Kerr

A

n international Muskellunge
symposium, the Hugh C. Becker
Memorial Muskie Symposium, was
held in Minnetonka, Minnesota, from
March 13-15, 2016. Workshop proceedings
were recently published by the American
Fisheries Society (AFS). The 675 page book
includes 20 abstracts, 20 extended abstracts
and 26 full articles. It represents the state of
the art in understanding muskellunge
biology, ecology and management and is a
must-have for anyone with an interest in
muskellunge.

Scientists and Fisheries Biologists
- Muskellunge Biology, Ecology and Life
History
- Muskellunge Habitat
- Muskellunge Population Dynamics
- Muskellunge Genetics
- Muskellunge Assessments
- Regional Management Approaches
- Muskellunge Stocking and Propagation

Members of Muskies Canada Inc. attended
this symposium and contributed funding
for the event. The book sells for $79 for
non-AFS members and may be ordered
The workshop proceedings includes articles online at the following site:
under the following chapters:
https://fisheries.org /bookstore/all- Fifty Years of Cooperation among Anglers, titles/afs-symposia/54085c/
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S

now Time is Show Time Activities at Muskies Canada continue
year 'round. The most obvious are the chapter meetings where
members can get together for socializing and learn something
new from a broad range of guest speakers. Another activity is the winter
fishing shows. One show that has already taken place was an Ice Fishing
show held in Barrie mid-December. The club booth was set up and
provided vital information about our Musky stocking program (LSMRP)
to the 3,000+ attendees. In the last few years we have heard rumours of
Muskies being caught through the ice. Some were probably kept by
anglers, thinking they have caught a Northern Pike. Hopefully the
information we distributed will help to save a few Musky lives. We need
as many of our introduced Muskies to survive, not only to have the
project be successful, but considering that our stockers cost about
$50.00 each, we are not wasting our time and efforts. The booth was
mostly manned by the Barrie chapter. Thank-you.
As I write this at the end of January, many shows have not yet taken
place. The BOD will have a booth at the Spring Fishing Show at the
International Centre in Toronto on the February 17th weekend. This will
also include the “Musky Sunday” event, which has been a financially
successful event as well as another opportunity to hear speakers and vie
for auctioned items ranging from tackle to resort stays. The booth and
Musky Sunday are manned by volunteers from all chapters surrounding
the GTA area. MCI will also have a booth at the Canadian Sportsmans
Show in Toronto. Thanks in advance to all those chapter members who
will spend some of their time to make these events a success.

Most chapters also have their presence known at regional sportsman's
shows or have initiated their own tackle swap events. Sudbury started a
public tackle swap, Kawartha Lakes attends the Bowmanville tackle
swap and has had a booth at the newly created Lindsay fishing show,
this will be the third year for this event. Ottawa has a booth at the
Richmond, Ontario fishing show. There are probably more that I have
not mentioned, bit if you need a dose of 'Musky' to get through the
winter there are plenty of activities to attend or volunteer some time for
booth duty, which you can learn about at chapter meetings.
Another important event which will be over by the time you read this is
the Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors on the February 24th
weekend, again held in Peterborough. This is a once a year opportunity
for representatives from all chapters meet face-to-face. Each chapter
relates what activities they have accomplished in the past year and their
plans for the upcoming year. As well, the annual budget is set and plans
are made for improvements to Muskies Canada's functions. This year
we hope to have some definite plans for our website upgrade and plans
to be more visible on social media. As I write this, the agenda for the
meeting has not been set, some new ideas may come forth. As I
mentioned in the last Release Journal, the Annual Meeting is open for
any interested member to attend. You can learn about the working of
the organization and maybe decide to become more involved in a
chapter or National position. I will report on the Annual Meeting in the
next Release Journal issue.

Events and Outings 2018
DATE
EVENT
LOCATION
ACTIVITY
Feb. 15-19
Spring Fishing & Boat Show
Mississauga Internat. Ctr
MCI Booth
Feb 18
Muskie Sunday
Mississauga Internat. Ctr
Seminars, Auction & Draws
Feb 23-25
MCI BOD Annual Meeting (open)
Peterborough Best Western
March 11
Bowmanville Tackle Swap & Fishing Show,
(KLC booth)
March 9-11
Bellville Sportsman Show,
(KLC booth)
March 14-18
Toronto Sportsman Show,
Mississauga Internat. Ctr
(MCI booth)
April 6-8
Lindsay Sportsman Show,
(KLC booth)
APRIL 28
DU Greenwing Kids Fishing Event, Peterborough.
(KLC booth)
May 6
Draw for Conservation Raffle
Georgina Ice Palace, Keswick
June 8-10
Toronto Outing
Scotsman Point, Upper Buckhorn Lake
June 16
Ottawa Outing
Lower Ottawa River
June 23-24
Mississauga Outing
August 10-12 Crossman Family Outing
Cameron Lake
August 25,26 Belle River Muskie Classic
Lake St.Clair
Sept 7-9
Sudbury West Arm Outing
West Arm, Lake Nipissing
Sept 14-16
Gananoque & 1000 Islands
St. Lawrence River
Sept 14-16
Kitchener-Waterloo Outing
tbd
Sept 21-23
KLC Fall Outing
Scotsman Point, Upper Buckhorn Lake
Sept 29
Wounded Warriors Weekend
Scotsman Point, Upper Buckhorn Lake
Sept 29Women’s 101 Fishing Club
Cameron Lake
Sept 29-30
Barrie Battle for the Bay
Hall’s, Honey Harbour
October 13
Montreal Crystal Cup
Ottawa River, Hawkesbury
Oct 13 SJR National Muskie Challunge
Fredericton, NB
Oct 13-14
Hamilton Outing
West Arm, Lake Nipissing
RELEASE JOURNAL 37

38 RELEASE JOURNAL

Come and join us!

Buy tickets online

info@muskiescanadamontreal.ca

www.muskiescanadamontreal.ca
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BARRIE

48 3/4 ". 2nd was Bob Restemayer with a 46 for the project.
1/2" and third was Dan Smith with a 44 1/2".
Hello Everyone, our chapter has been very Congrats to all 3 winners
busy starting off with a very successful outing.
We had amazing sponsors and a great turnout Our Chapter Big Fish for the year also went to
for our second annual Battle For The Bay. We Joe Rennie. Some of you may recall Joe won
had a multi-fish day by our participants and it the Walt Sadowski event last year with a
monster, but this one was a real piggy at 54".
was won by Alex Freund.
Congrats Joe!
We have a new Membership Director - Alan
Cugliari and Release Director - John Molnar.
We would to thank Steven Langguth and
Melissa Langguth for their time in these roles.
For speakers we had Pete Bostlemann of the
Kawartha Lakes Chapter. His presentation on
“Kawartha Queenie” reviewing 40 years of
data for compiled facts and true potential of
these fish.
John Mortimer was good enough to travel
down to our chapter meeting giving us some
in-depth Musky fishing strategy for early
season to fall giants on Georgian Bay and
talked about his successful Kirby bait
We had a very successful Christmas food drive
for our local food bank that our chapter
organized, and we have voted and approved a
donation of $1000.00 towards The Lake
Simcoe Muskellunge Restoration Project in
2018.

Transmitter insertion

Each Holiday Season our Chapter gives back to
the Community. This year we were fortunate
to be able to donate $500.00 each to the
Community Support Centre of Essex County
(Food Bank) and to the local GoodFellows.

We have participated in 2 booths recently at Our Spatial ecology and survival of
Canadian Ice Fishing Expo and our local Muskellunge in the St. Clair-Detroit River
Cabela’s for membership drives spearheaded System tagging study is moving forward.
by our new Membership director.
On October 31 2017, 18 more fish were tagged
Please join us for our upcoming Battle For The through angling in the central basin of Lake St.
Bay 2018, it will be again held at Hall’s Cottage Clair.
with a new date of September 29-30. Details to
follow but will be a great trip off your 2018 Approximately 10 boats participated in this
exercise including members from the Michigan
Musky season.
Ontario Muskie Club and Michigan Chapter 58
Muskies Inc.
Regards,
Julio Barrera
18 fish were angled, tags inserted and
Chairman
successfully released. We now have a total of
38 fish tagged. Our target is a hundred fish as
BELLE RIVER
the study progresses. Stephen Marklevitz from
the MNRF Wheatley office will be attending
We hope everyone had a great Holiday Season our March meeting to provide an update on all
and looking forward to the upcoming Muskie fish tagged on our side of Lake St Clair and the
Season. As of date of this writing only 120 days fish Michigan DNR also tagged.
till opener, but who's counting.

Fish also marked with Floy Tag
We have also been experimenting with live
streaming of our meetings. Our last meeting
was the first to be streamed on our Facebook
page. We still have a few kinks to work out and
hope to continue this practice.
Our upcoming events for 2018. Watch for our
announcements on our Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5626100
57162368/ or search Muskies Canada Belle
River Chapter
February 16, 2018
Walleye Seminar 7 pm - 9 pm
Cabela's World Walleye Champions Greg
Whitson and Mark Campeau will discuss
Detroit River Walleye jigging and Lake Erie
trolling techniques.

March 4, 2018
A special thank you to Handlebarz, Mike and Flea Market Sunday. All things Fishing and
Our Chapter closer event was held November Dana Parker for their generous donation of Boating, new and used. 9 am - 1 pm
11/17. 1st place was won by Joe Rennie with a $1600. This allowed us to purchase a receiver Vendors welcome, tables will 20.00 ea. Watch
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our Facebook page.
March 9, 2017 7pm - 10 pm
Update Spatial ecology and survival of
Muskellunge in the St. Clair-Detroit River
System
Stephen Marklevitz from the MNRF
Presentation on Fishing the Ottawa River by
Peter Levick
June 2nd, 2018
Chapter Opener
June 22, 2018 - June 24, 2018
Ray Demers Memorial Muskie Tournament
Lake St Clair Can-Am and Chapter Challenge
Presented by Central Ohio Chapter of Muskies
Inc and Belle River Cahpter Muskies Canada
August 24, 2018 - August 26, 2018 Chapter
Classic August 24 Registration, August 25, 26
Fishing
November 17, 2018
Chapter Closer
Bruce Bauer
Director at Large/Research

GANANOQUE & 1000 ISLANDS
Our annual pizza and wing night was held at
our December meeting. It was an enjoyable
evening as members swapped fishing tales.
This meeting was the final raffle draw to raise
funds for the Gananoque Food Bank.
Congratulations to Ben DeWolfe on winning
the Okuma rod. Special thanks to all chapter
members who participated in the raffle draws.
We raised $300 for the Food Bank.
ANNUAL REPORT
Chapter Status
-40 members as of December 31, 2017.
-$7404.65 chapter funds and $3775.38 project
funds.
Chapter Initiatives in 2017
-Assisted Kawartha Lakes chapter in manning
booth at Belleville Show.
-Attended Frontenac County Environmental
Stewardship Symposium. Assisted Peter Levick
in presentation.
-set up display at Arthur Child Museum in
Gananoque.

-set up booth at St. Lawrence River Institute’s
River Symposium.
-Seined with 1000 Islands National Park in
collaboration with OMNRF and Fisheries and
Oceans Canada to monitor near shore areas on
St. Lawrence River. No YOY muskellunge
captured this year. Good numbers of YOY pike.
High water levels??
-raised $300 for the local food bank through
raffle draws at fall chapter meetings.
-61 attended chapter outing in September. 10
muskellunge caught. Swan Trophy winner was
Derek Cassibo with 54” release.
Plans 2018
-assist Kawartha Lakes Chapter at Belleville
Show
-set up booth at River Symposium in Cornwall
-seining project with 1000 Islands National
Park. Chapter Vice-chair Rob McRae is taking
the ROM Fish ID course this spring.
-In discussions with Dr. Bruce Tufts at Queen’s
University to resume muskellunge acoustic
tagging project in 2018, weather permitting.
This project was cancelled in 2016 due to high
water temperatures and 2017 due to
extremely high water levels.
Successes and Challenges
The St. Lawrence River Institute has started a
YOY muskellunge seining program to identify
muskellunge nursery habitat between
Brockville and Lake St. Francis. They work
closely with both Quebec and Ontario
Governments and have permits to work in both
Provinces on Lake St. Francis. They have
identified 6 new nursery habitat sites in the
first two years. The St. Lawrence River Institute
became interested in muskellunge research
after a presentation by Peter Levick at the River
Symposium.

has had a great following over the years and we
hope to get back to those days with the great
efforts of everyone in the area. We have had
great feedback on the place and welcome new
and old members to come out for a night of
Muskie news and banter. I’d like to thank the
past directors of the chapter for doing a great
job in 2017.
Climbing back on board the Hamilton Muskie
Chapter Vessel we hope to bring some new
excitement and are completely open to new
ideas and encourage all members to assist
where ever you feel you can help out. We are
considering new locations for our yearly outing
such as Georgian Bay or other areas of the near
north. Perhaps we will even consider new fire
side dance steps lead by yours truly as I have a
new fire suit so I should be safe. Check out our
chapter section of the forum for details to be
confirmed.
Our January meeting presenter was Johnny
Lubera of Lubowski Lures speaking on Lake
Nippissing Muskie and tactics. It was a great
presentation with lots of Q & A from the crowd.
With support from our Vice Chair Joe Inrig, we
have the following speakers lined up for the
first half of the year:
Feb. Chris Wilson of MNR on Simcoe & Spanish
River; March John Anderson – Ottawa River
Muskie; April Marc Thorpe – St. Lawrence River
Muskie; May – Mike Ross Fishing G.Bay
Muskie; June – Dave Allen Top Water Tips and
Tricks.
We would also like to give a big shout out to
Dave Belisle on his FIRST MUSKIE a nice 45” LSC
beauty caught at the end of the season with
some great guidance by Gary George. Great job

Jim Hutchings
Chairman

HAMILTON
Hello Fellow Muskie Addicts!
It’s GREAT TO BE BACK.
With the start of the new year we felt a need to
move our meeting location, so we are now
meeting at the POWERHOUSE in Stoney Creek
a bigger and brighter venue for us to gather 10
months of the year. A historical landmark at the
center of Stoney Creek, provided power for
electric rail lines in the 1890s. Hamilton MCI
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Dave! Check out the beauty below:

braved the freezing rain to come and join us.

https://www.facebook.com/MCIMississauga/

I’ll have more to report next time around so Of course, we’re now on ‘Show Mode’ as we
spend time getting your gear ready as the
move into the fishing show season. Our
season is just around the corner.
Chapter will be well represented as always at
The
Spring Fishing and Boat Show (Feb. 15 –
We welcome everyone to the MUSKIE
POWERHOUSE and we look forward to 19), the Bowmanville Tackle Swap and Fishing
Show (Mar. 11), The Belleville Sportsman
reconnecting.
Show (Mar. 9 – 11), The Toronto Sportsman
Cheers All,
Show (Mar. 14 – 18), the Lindsay Sportsman
Show (Apr. 6 – 8) and the DU Greenwing Kids
A parting quote:
Fishing Event (Apr. 28). That makes for a pretty
“My Biggest worry is that when I'm dead and
busy
spring.
gone, my wife will sell my fishing gear for what I
said I paid for it.” Koos Brandt

Chris Nielsen and Bryan Mathes – Dec 2017
Of course the annual BOD meeting is right next
Chris Chilcott
door to our regular digs, so we’ll see many of In the month of Feburary, we are excited to
Chairman
you in Peterborough in late February.
have Kyle Moxon from Moxon’s Guide Service,
Kyle will be bringing his wealth of knowledge
fishing LSC and other Great Lake areas. March,
Gerry Taillon
KAWARTHA LAKES
we are organizing Johnny Lubera owner of
Chairman
Lubowski Lures.
Once again it’s that time of the year when we’re
going a little stir crazy with all this hard water MISSISSAUGA
Thank you,
and spending a bunch of money on gear we
Greetings from the Mississauga Chapter; The Bryan Mathes
can’t use until June.
dog days of winter have a lot of us looking Chairman
We closed out December in the Kawartha Lakes forward to the upcoming season. All new
executive has been established, we would like
Chapter with our annual Christmas Dinner, a
to express our gratitude to all outgoing MONTRÉAL
turkey dinner put on by our hosts at the
executive members.
Peterborough Navy Club. We handed out a few
Notre chapitre démarre la nouvellle année de
end of year awards, our Member of the Year Our Fall was extremely busy with some bon pied en recevant son membre le plus
this year was Chuck VanderMeulen. This award excellent meetings and presentation by our prestigieux soit le membre du temple de la
goes to the non-executive member who has speakers. We hosted Tony Gallucci from Beaver renomée de Muskies Canada, le guide
made outstanding contributions to the Lures in November, Tony brought along some professionnel Mike Lazarus. La venue de Mike
à notre meeting de février a attiré beaucoup
Chapter. Our Sponsor of the Year this year was of his customized baits for the prize table. This
de
spectateurs ce qui s’est traduit par une
was an impressive presentation full of
Dadson Blade Baits (Pete Bostelmann and
bonne
recette pour notre chapitre.
information of bait making, trends in the
Johnny Dadson). Thanks Pete and Johnny for industry, and of course Kawartha fishing.
your support of MCI and Kawartha Lakes. We
Notre chapitre a vraiment travaillé fort au
also had our release log draw which saw Tyler In December we organized a secret Santa cours des deux dernières années à soutenir
Houthuys win a Hose Bait. Our Christmas rod Musky style prize draw and participated in our l’étude sur le maskinongé du MFFP. CE qui fait
draw winner was Wayne Page who took home a local Legion’s food drive. We had a special prize que nos finances ont déjà été plus
table we raffled off a Trofik5 and held our comfortable. Ce qui fait que notre objectif
Tackle Industries casting rod.
Chapter St. Croix rod raffle. Congratulations to pour 2018 est de ragarnir les coffres.
Chris Nielsen for winning both.
In January we had possibly our most popular
Parallèlement, nous continuons à collaborer
speaker yet, as Shawn Maher of Hose Baits In January the Mississauga Chapter organized a avec les biologistes du MFFP sur l’étude du
fame came to our meeting and spoke to the panel that discussed the beginners guide to the maskinongé. Les dernières nouvelles sont très
chapter. Hoser entertained the room for over Northwest Ontario Muskie hot spots. The bonnes quant au déroulement des travaux.
an hour with his insights on muskie fishing, bait discussion was conducted by our very own Voici les plus récentes nouvelles fournies par
building, the state of our fisheries, etc. It was a chapter members Jonathan Dunning, John les biologistes:
great night and we would like to thank Shawn Cowan, and Bryan Mathes.
21 maskinongés ont été capturés à la pêche
for presenting as well as the members from
sportive
et munis d’émetteurs au cours des
Please visit and like our New Facebook Page
Mississauga and Hamilton Chapters who
automnes
2016 et 2017. La taille des
there’s a lot of great information being shared:
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spécimens variait de 38 à 52 pouces (figure 1).
Dix spécimens ont été suivis en bateau et par
survol aérien au cours du printemps 2017, entre
le 25 avril et le 24 mai. Au cours de cette
période, incluant la migration vers les sites de
fraye et la reproduction, 114 localisations
précises d’individus marqués ont été
enregistrées. L’habitat sélectionné par chaque
individu a caractérisé (végétation, substrat,
température, vitesse du courant, profondeur,
etc.). Tous les maskinongés ont été repérés au
moins à 2 une occasion, ce qui indique un taux
de survie de 100% suite au marquage.
Les localisations ont permis de mettre en
lumière l’utilisation de quatre tributaires du lac
Saint-Pierre ainsi que certaines baies peu
profondes au cours de la période de
reproduction. L’analyse des déplacements,
basée sur la localisation des spécimens à l’aide
de plusieurs dizaines de récepteurs fixes (figure
2), est actuellement en cours. L’examen
préliminaire des données montrent que
certains spécimens ont réalisé des migrations à
très large échelle au cours de l’été entre la
région de Montréal et le lac Saint-Pierre.
Les travaux de suivi télémétrique se
poursuivront en 2018 et 2019 dans le but de
suivre les déplacements des 21 individus
marqués. L’ensemble des résultats recueillis au
cours du présent projet permettront d’identifier
et de cartographier les habitats préférentiels du
maskinongé, notamment les sites de
reproduction, qui pourront ensuite être
protégés ou restaurés au besoin.
Nous sommes très fier que, nous, Muskies
Canada contribuons à cette étude. Nous
continuerons de vous tenir informé des
développements.
-Our chapter was off to a good start this year by
hosting its most prestigious member, Muskies
Canada's renowned hall of fame member and
professional guide Mike Lazarus. Mike's
presence at our February meeting attracted a
lot of spectators which resulted in a good night
for our chapter.
We have been working hard over the past two
years to support the Quebec Muskie Study
which makes our finances less comfortable
than we are used to. Our goal for 2018 is to
rebuild our financial health.
Meanwhile, we keep communicating with
MFFP biologists on the Quebec Musky Study.

The latest news are very good about the the soft water returns again!
progress of the work. Here are the latest news
provided by biologists:
Our January meeting saw the new year start
off with our second annual All Muskie Trivia
21 muskellunge were caught by sport fishing night. Once again Larry L. MC’d the event that
and they all have been equipped with saw two rounds of tough/easy/weird and
transmitters during fall of 2016 and 2017. The usually, funny questions that stumped most
size of the specimens ranged from 38 to 52 of us. In the end, new member Steve and long
inches. Ten specimens were followed by boat time member, Russell emerged as the
and overflight during the spring of 2017, Champions and received small prizes in
between April 25 and May 24. During this recognition of their expertise … good thing
period, including migration to spawning sites the questions were multiple choice!
and breeding, 114 specific locations of tagged
individuals were recorded. The habitat selected 2017 was a rather difficult year for the
by each individual was characterized Chapter – the record flooding on the Ottawa
(vegetation, substrate, temperature, current River meant for a tough early season and
velocity, depth, etc.). All muskellunge were forced a last minute move of our “Outing”
spotted at least once, indicating a 100% from June until September. However, we are
survival rate after tagging.
hopeful that 2018 will see a return to normal
water levels, a return to our June Outing date
The locations highlighted the use of four and lots of (BIG) fish for everyone!
tributaries of Lake Saint-Pierre and some
shallow bays during the breeding season. The Challunge – Please join us on June 16th for a
displacement analysis, based on the location of day of fishing and a banquet at the Orleans
the specimens using several dozen fixed Legion. More details will be announced as
receivers, is currently in progress. Preliminary they become available.
examination of the data shows that some
specimens migrated at a very large scale over There will be one change at the Outing
the summer between the Montreal area and Banquet of note. In order to try and “spread
Lake Saint-Pierre.
the wealth,” raffle ticket holders will only be
eligible for ONE (1) of the MAJOR prizes that
Telemetry tracking will continue in 2018 and will be drawn every tenth ticket. If an
2019 to track the movements of the 21 tagged individual wins one of these major prizes they
individuals. All of the results collected during will not be eligible for another if their name is
this project will identify and map preferred drawn again.
muskellunge habitats, including breeding sites,
which can then be protected or restored as We have spent some money on new Chapter
needed.
Display setup! The objectives have been to (1)
decrease the size of the materials for easy
We are very proud that we, Muskies Canada, transport and set up/tear down, (2) make
are contributing to this study. We will continue them more “professional” to draw folks in to
to keep you informed of future developments. the booth, and (3) make them easier to keep
current and reflect future changes – i.e. in lieu
Pierre Masson
of our traditional fish picture display, we have
Chairman
purchased a 17” digital picture frame. Easy to
set up (plug it in and turn it on), draws a
minimal amount of power, and can be
OTTAWA
updated with pictures and video’s of fish
caught, some of our Chapter projects (Brewer
2018 marks the 40th Anniversary of Muskies
Park project), speakers at our monthly
Canada Inc. and the 30th Anniversary of the
meetings, etc.
Ottawa Chapter! As I write this, we are all
getting ready for the winter show season and
This past fall, the Ottawa Chapter was
our Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors in
contacted by the Ottawa Riverkeeper and
Peterborough. Even though we would all rather
asked to participate in a workshop regarding
be fishing, it’s a great time to look after the
the creation of an Ottawa River Watershed
business of the club and get all of that
Council. This body has come out of an
“administration” done so we’ll be ready when
Environment and Climate Change Canada
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initiative that “would bring a comprehensive,
inclusive, co-management approach to the
Ottawa River Watershed, in order to foster
ecological integrity, sustainable economic
opportunities, and quality of life; in its study, the
government should examine (i) the council
membership, which would include, but would
not be limited to, federal, provincial, regional,
and municipal governments, First Nations,
industry groups, non-governmental
organizations, and academic institutions, (ii)
important indicators such as water quality,
biodiversity, and shoreline integrity, in order to
assist with the creation of a co-management
plan and conservation strategy, (iii) the
economic, cultural, heritage, and natural values
within the Ottawa River Watershed.”

discussions fresh within the Chapter and
provides representative ideas at the Board
table.
One of the other main features, at the meeting,
were the recognition awards which included
release pins. The most noteworthy, this year,
being a 50th release pin to Matt Myers.
Additionally, Ryan Wickholm for first muskie
caught in 2017, Dan Depres was biggest muskie
caught in an outing (45” x 19”) and our Ironman
Trophy went to Nathan Chapman (40” x 20”).

Our annual Unsung Hero award went to Ron
Lovean. As I have mentioned before, this is an
award for somebody we feel just does not get
enough recognition for the amount of work and
i n p u t t h e y h a v e w i t h t h e c h a p t e r.
As this was a fairly short notice event, Hedrik Congratulations Ron.
attended on our behalf. Given the size and scope
of the Ottawa River watershed, this is clearly Our February board of directors meeting was
bigger than the Ottawa Chapter; however, in the held at the home of Jeff Swim, our new
short term Hedrik has offered to continue his chairman. Again, a great location in Dumfries
participation on our behalf.
right on the river so at least you get to look at
hard water (imagining what might be
Here’s hoping that everyone makes lots of underneath) though as we have seen in
progress on the “Honey Do” list and builds up previous years, at Brandon Jones’ house you can
lots of points so they’ll be ready for the new also be entertained by snow mobiles, vehicles
season … which can’t come soon enough!
and occasionally deer going up and down the
river. It was a very productive 4 ½ hour meeting
Chris Purdy
allowing the board of directors to map out what
Chairman
we wish to do and accomplish in 2018.

SAINT JOHN RIVER

Some of the items included were:

I think by the time you read this article you will
be a lot more familiar with the Saint John River.
Our Chapter is very pleased that this Release
Journal will focus on various aspects of our
fishery leading towards our planned national
outing in October of this year. We hope those
dates are already marked on your calendar!

1. A decision to run 6 outings this year, one of
which will be our national event in October but
adding a later one in early November.

2. Dealing with the plateau in our membership
and an initiative to reach out to former
members to see if we can encourage them back
into the chapter and the use of a Facebook page
to
be linked to our very active and popular
My last article concluded just before our
website.
members’ meeting held on November 19th.
This was one of the two “sit down” meetings
that we have each year in addition to a business 3. A decision to continue our membership in the
New Brunswick Wildlife Federation due to its
meeting held at each outing.
very strong influence, with the Provincial
The November meeting was mainly focused on government, in the matters of recreational
putting our new executive in place and we are all angling and hunting.
very appreciative that Jeff Swim took over that
roll on January 1st. We managed to fill all other
board positions (except one) at the meeting and
the vacancy was dealt with a short time
thereafter. As always, new people have been
added to the Board which hopefully keeps
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4. We will be putting a booth in at the New
Brunswick Sportsman Show to be held at
Moncton in March. Though not located in close
proximity to muskie water it is the major
sportsman show in the Province and in a
municipal region that is home to both Cabelas

and Bass Pro Shops. We have also been given
an invitation, by the show organizers, of doing
a short seminar each day which we will take
full advantage of.
5. Examining the possibility of resurrecting our
tagging study. We noted, particularly this year,
the lack of recaptured tagged fish. We are not
sure if this is due to fish relocating or simply the
fact that many of the tags may have simply
come out and been lost having been implanted
a number of years ago.
6. Bruce Beaton, our past chair, and Jeff Swim
will be attending the Saint John River
Management Committee meeting. We have
been working on a resolution submission with
respect to, once again, asking for the cull of
muskies at the Mactaquac dam to be stopped
permanently. This organization is important
and is the one that DFO looks to for river
fisheries and habitat management advice.
All in all a great day and a very productive
meeting. We finished off with dinner at the
Riverside Inn which those of you that are
coming to the national outing will get to know,
when you arrive in October, as it is where our
outing will be headquartered.
Jeff Swim and I are really looking forward to
the annual Peterborough trek and, by the time
you see this publication, I trust we will have
had the opportunity of sharing a drink or two.
All the best from spud country and remember:
The odds of you catching fish are in inverse
proportion to the expense and complexity of
your fishing gear.
Tony Robinson
Director at Large

TORONTO
Hello from Toronto!
Some great things have been happening in
Toronto over the past few months.
In September we had Robert Stirling from
St.Croix Rods as our guest speaker, as some
may know Robert and St.Croix have been long
time supporters of Muskies Canada. We were
all lucky enough to have Robert give us a
fantastic presentation as well as a new product

showcase for the 2018 season. As usual the fishing related boat accessory can be matched
products were world class!
to your boat the way you want. At this meeting
Dave showed us various mounting options for
In October we had our very own Richard Finlay various techniques and how his modular trolling
from Pure Fishing which brands include Abu systems can help you achieve your goals.
Garcia, Berekly, Penn, Ugly StiK and more!
Richard was able to show and explain various In December we had our annual Holiday Party
options of fishing rods, reels, lines and other and Cash Drive for Peel Childrens Aid where we
fishing related products for whatever your were able to raise and donate $500 to kids and
musky fishing needs require. It was fantastic so their families in Peel region. We were also lucky
see how many outstanding options there are no enough to have Mark Newell from Sir Sandford
matter your budget or style.
Fleming College give us an update on the Lake
Simcoe Musky Restoration Project. In the fall of
Dave Dutchak from Trojan Tackle was our guest 2017 there was over 2000 muskies stocked into
speaker in November. Dave is a Hamilton Lake Simcoe. Mark, MNRF, Sir Sandford Fleming
Chapter member who designs and builds students and Muskies Canada volunteers all
custom modular trolling systems. Daves rod helped out in the stocking efforts and made this
holders, tracks, risers, masts and any other years efforts one of the best yet!

Picture Gallery N.B. Edition

Now that’s a fat 40!

Saint John River chairman Jeff Swim

We wanted to start off 2018 in style, there was
no better way to do that than with Kyle Moxon
from Moxons Guide Service on Lake St.Clair.
For members who were curious about how
good the fishing was on Lake St.Clair, Kyle was
happy to give us a greatly detailed
presentation on how he puts his clients on
giants year after year. He explained the
importance of small details and how even
minor adjustments can get big results.
Nicholas Evans
Chairman

Submit your pics by email to
publisher@muskiescanada.ca

Peter Levick often visits the Saint John River

Clark Rayner
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Directors meeting.
RELEASE JOURNAL ADVERTISING & RATES FOR 2017:
Please contact the publisher for requirements. Note: Muskies
Canada is NOT required to charge tax on ad sales.

SUDBURY
Meetings: 2nd Wednesday of each month at 8:00pm. Royal Canadian
Legion BR 76, 1553 Weller Street Sudbury, On, P3B 1K9.
CHAIR & TREASURER:
MEMBERSHIP:
KTD DIRECTOR:
RELEASE DIRECTOR:
STORES:
CO-STORES:

Ryan Trotter
Marc Pitre
Jeremy Pitre
Sean Howard
Kevin Houle
Jacques Lamothe

TORONTO
Meetings: 1st Wednesday of each month at 8:00pm. Willie Stouts Bar and
Grill, 2175 Sheppard Ave E., Toronto, Ontario.
CHAIR & WEB:
TREASURER:
RELEASE:
MEMBERSHIP:
STORES:
DIRECTOR AT LARGE:

Nicholas Evans
Christine Fintner
Dave Palframan
Richard Finlay
Jim Kelly
Dave Boxall

1 yr. - 4 issues

Full Page
Half Page
Quarter
Individual issues Full Page
Half Page
Quarter

$500.00
$300.00
$150.00
$150.00
$100.00
$50.00

Unless otherwise noted, material published in this magazine may
not be reproduced for private or other use without permission
from Muskies Canada.

UPPER VALLEY
Meetings:
CHAIR:

Tyler Duncan

Deadine for submissions to Summer Issue: May

1st, 2018.
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